
John Clifford has been a lector at Saint Rose for 30 years, doing something he really enjoys: 
 Proclaiming the Word of God. “It has given me a greater sense of participation in the Mass,” he says.
“I always tell new lectors to make sure you believe in what you are saying, and by doing so people
will listen to you and take heed.”

In addition to being lector John has been the coordinator of this very visible ministry for the past 25
years. “I have been very lucky to find a replacement when someone leaves,” he says. “We have 18
regulars now, which is about the ideal number because all lectors want to do it on a regular basis.”
Since John and his wife Ellen joined the parish in 1977, he has also been a trustee, fund-raiser and a
member of the Liturgy Committee. Ellen was a lector and coordinator of lectors. “I have always felt
comfortable at Saint Rose,” he says. “The parish just grows on you.”

John was born in Chicago, raised in St. Paul (St. Marks and Cretin High School), graduated from
the University of Notre Dame, served in the Army Transportation Corps in Vietnam and attended
the William Mitchell School of Law. He worked for Meshbesher and Spence law firm for 40 years,
retiring in 2011. 

Ellen grew up in St. Matthew parish on the west side of St. Paul. She received an education degree
from the   College of St. Catherine, a Master’s degree from St. Thomas and a school psychologist
degree from the   University of Wisconsin-River Falls. Ellen retired from the Mounds View School
District in 2014 after a career as a special education teacher and psychologist. The Cliffords were
married in 1976. 
 

John and Ellen Clifford

Other things to know about John and Ellen:
· John has been a scuba diver for 25 years. He
and Ellen have participated in this activity in
the Red Sea, Fiji, the Solomon Islands, West
Papua, New Guinea, Grand Cayman, Little
Cayman, Bonaire, Turks and Caicos Islands,
Belize and Roatan. “A very peaceful hobby,”
says John.
· The three Clifford children—Stephen, Joe
and  Catherine—all graduated from Cretin
High School and live in Edina. Each family
has two children.
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